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sP XtSife: THE passing SHOW

Easter in this part of the country gen-

erally marks the beginning of the sea-eon- 's

end, and good attractions are quite
ns scarce as good audiences. The" better
class of stars have all closed by May,

aad the votaries of Thespis settle down
for a long and rest. The
result of this proceeding is a dearth of
worthy combinations for the last weeks
in April, and "Washington is already be-

ginning to feel the truth of this. There
were only one or two meritorious com-panf-

in town last week, and the bust-jie- ss

was quite monopolized' by the best
of these, while the others had to satisly
themselves with the slimmest kind of
houses. Nat C. Goodwin put on "An
American Citizen," "A Glided Fool"
and "The RIvais" to record-creatin- g

audiences, the house being sold out often
before the doors were open. "The High-
wayman," a poor opera given by an ex-

cellent company, drew only fair crowds
to the Lafayette, in spile of diminished
competition, caused by the Columbia be-

ing dark. Jolly Fanny Rice returned""to
the Academy in "At the French Ball."
and succeeded In doing fairly well, while
Sora Tanner and "Alone In London"

failed to keep up the standard, either of
worth or business. Flynn and Sheri-daa- 's

Big Sensation drew strongjy at
Kernan's. while a. bill rather worse than
usual had a slightly bad effect on the
box office receipts of the Bijou.

"Willie Collier comes to the National
Theater this week in H. A- - Souchefs,
"The Man from Mexico," and an all-st-

company of some magnitude produce for
th first time on any stage, at the Lafay- - j

ette Sojiare Opera House, romantic
drama, entitled "That Lass o Lowries."
The Columbia will be dark, "Cuba's Vow"
Is the attraction at the Grand and another
"Uncile Tom's Cabin" combination Is to
lie seen at the Academy. "The Parisian
"WWews" will be on hand at Kernan's,
and an excellent vaudeville bill Is sched-
uled for the Bijou. The outlook for bus-
iness is not of the best, but the attrac-
tions are varied, the competition limited,
and other details permit of the mercurial
manager trusting that war news will not j

leare Ms houee altogether empty,

Xtifioiinl ''The 3Ian From, Mnlnc."
Beginning tomorrow night at the Na-

tional Theater will be seen "The Man
From Mexico" and, judging from all the
enthusiastic encomiums said to have
been showered upon it by the New York

.and Boston press and public, the week's
engagement here should be all too short
to satisfy the admirers of Willie Collier
and liis efficient company.
"The farce is said to be full of almost

Interminably humorous and ingenious
complications, surrounding the escapades
oi sne man in tne uue roie, who Mas
jiaa wrangre wun a police ouicer alter
an evening of conviviality, serves a thir-
ty days' sentence on Blackwell's Island,
as a result, and. to prevent any scandal.
deceives his wife with the announcement
that he is going to Mexico for a month.
His prison life, under an assumed name.

ZllHis LOIIM3 ALLE.V.
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"With "Willie Collier In "The
From Mexico.'

offers opportunities for fun of which that
clever farceur. Du Souchet, is said to
Hve taken the utmost advantage, and
wMcta, under the skillful and artistic
rofeMtpulatton of Willie Collier, that
quaintest of comedians, is spoken of as
being Illustrated and demonstrated In
tke most ingenious aad altogether ludi- - j
creus faMon

The author's play upon words and
phrases which the English language and
American colloquilallains admit Is excru-ctatlng-

funny. The lines are all bright,
but, naturally enough, the star has the
uaat of them, and one witty and humor-ot- K

sentence follows another in such
qwtck succession that the audience is
saM to be laughing uproariously from the
beginning to the end of the performance.

Tnts is particularly the case in the sec-
ond act, where Dan Mason Is seen to the
best advantage in his comic impersonation
of Von Bulow Bismarck Schmidt, a

of "The Man from Mexico,"
and whore he is made the victim of the
latter' s grim humor in a way that is 1

claimed to be convulsing. It is genuine
American humor that one sees In "The
Man from Mexico." humor which sparkles
and scintillates in ever line of the te

and In every situation, and which
instantly appeals to the dullest mind,
uttering the risibilities of an audience to
tke highest concert pitch. Wednesday
and Saturday matinees will be given as
usual.

Lafayette "That Liin o LoutIc'h,"
In the production of "That Lass o'

"Lowrie's" at the Lafayette Square Opera
House, Washington will have another
"ilrBt night" "That Lass o'LowrieV

is a drama In five acts by Frances Hodg
son Burnett and Rose Eytinge, the book
of the same name having the literary
effort that first brought Mrs. Burnett
prominently before the public.

The McKee Rankin company, "all star,"
which presents this play,- - is said to be
exceptionally strong. McICee Rankin,

Rose Eytinge, Nance O'Neill, Andrew
Robsop, H. A. "Weaver. Burwell Cuyler,
Edward Lamb. Arthur MaJtland. Ida Van
SIcklen,. Riqca Allen, Alice Evans, Mrs.
John T. Raymond, Eugenie Besserer,
Ricca; Scott and Mamie Murray making
a list of names rarely equalled. The
management" 6f the Lafayette have de-

cided on a special popular scale of prices
for the stay of this company and the
regular rates have been greatly reduced.

GiniiiWCnlia'n Vovr."
A cast, said to be of exceeding capa-

bility and an abundance of new and
realistic, scenery, will assist In making
"Cuba's Vow," this week's offering at
the Grand Opera House, a most attract-
ive spectacle. In the cast, aside from
Terese TJeagle, Leander Blanden and L.
D.Blondell.the latt,er of whom essays
the role of Gen. Macco. are said to be a
number -- of., wcllrknown artists. There
are claimed to be eight scenic sets, among
which the more prominent are a view of
Pinar del Rio, the stronghold of the in-
surgents; the harbor of Barcelona, Spain,
Cabanas Prison, In connee'don with
which Is "it realistic incident in tha
cause and .subsequent incarceration of
Evangellna Cisneros; me arrival of the
famous boat, -- "The Three Friends." the
Fortress of San Severino. Satan's Bridge,
and other localities which have become
familiar to readers of the Cuban situa-
tion.

The play does not attempt to glorify
any action that may be questionable,
but rather seeks to tell the story of Cu-

ba's struggle for liberty In a truthful
manner, garnishing' a somewhat grew-som- e

subject with a plot said to possess
much literary ability.' The story of the
play deals with a vow of revenge made
by Cuba Verona, who, returning to

of herfxuhar. a rich Cuban
planter, has found her parents murdered
and her home devastated. In the elucida-
tion pi the vow the tale of the country's
s;mggle is interwoven among appropri
ate surxoundlngg. "Cuba s Vow" is
a play of the times, and one that may b
popular with theatergoers long after
Spain is humiliated and Cuba is free.

Acailmy MTjioIe Tom's Cabin."
The "Voodoo Festival" scene In "Uncle

Tom's'Caldn," which comes to the Acad-
emy next week, will illustrate a peculiar
phase of the negro superstitions in the
South. Once each year on St. John's eve.
tj,e devotees meet amid the dark mo
rasses of ,Lake Poutehartrain, and offer
up to the "voodoo" their homage of gift
and worship, "Witch fires burn, charms
and spells are woven. and the weird
chant of singers and frenzied dance of
the fanatics lends a grotesque uncanny
effect to the scene. The bright colors
In the costumes and the Hashing torches
of the worshipers are all characteris-
tic of the negro lore of strong effects
and gaudy trappings. Huge alligators
are seen- - lyings abdut'among the sedgy
pools and fireflies flash and sparkle among
the moss-grow- n oaks overhead. This
scene is among the most Impressive of
the recent additions given the new ver-
sion as presented by the Weber Compa-
ny.

I'ijoti Vs:inlcville.
Pretty Dot Davenport, said to be as vi-

vacious a singing comedlnne as ever ap-

peared behind the footlights, is the head-lin-

at the Bijou for the coming week.
Side by side with this comes the an-

nouncement of the appearance of Misa
Hamburg, assisted by Bruno Arnlm, in a
series or "operatic selections woven into
a comedy operatic sketch. entitled
"Grand Opera in the Kitchen." These ar-
tists are said to be in the very front
rank. The positive appearance of Kate
Chase Sprague is promised. Miss Sprague
has developed a refined musical and sing-
ing monologue into one of the mobt origi-
nal and entertaining acts ever witnessed
upon the vaudeville stage. Her dresses
are said to be a feast for human eyes.
Of her work the New York Journal
says: .

"Kate Sprague renders delightful solos
on that difficult Instrument, the harp,
and sings classical and operatic selec-
tions with a voice. Her
act "Just Like a Man," is witty and re-

freshingly novel."
Byron G. Harlan, possessor of the

sweetest of all tenor voices lias been re-

tained for one more week, and assisted
by Edward Moist, will present a series
of new pictures and songs. The Brothers
Armstrong, a pair of n come-
dians; Ford and Dot West, a sketch team
of rare ability; Hadj Lessik. the wonder-
ful Arab; Myrtle Trisslder, the lovely
singing soubrette; James Collins and Lu- -
cIe RaJv the ever popular funmakers;
Charles DeForost. in a comedy entitled
"A Barker for a Day;" Thompson and
Carter, with a bright comedy sketch,
and the' Bijou Burlesque Company com-
plete what should prove an excellent bill.

ICenixtn'n ,InrIInii AVidowts."
Weber's "Parisian Widows," spoken of

as the elite of all burlesque organizations,
will' be Manager Kcrnan's attraction at
the Lyceum next week. During the
present season this company has played
all of the principal cities In the United
States and the result Is said to have been
universal praise from press and public
alike. In the company arc Tenley and
Simonds, the premier character come-
dians; Howard and Emerson, originators
of illustrated songs; Letta Meridlth, ac-

knowledged the most perfectly formed
woman of the vaudeville stage;the Cosmo-
politan Trio, In operatic songs and bits of
wit aud humor; Boyce and Black, come-dlnn- s;

Raymond and Clark, the refined
comedy duo: the Bornam Sisters, describ-
ed as the "fascinators" In catchy songs
and difficult dances; Lizzie Aran, the
dainty little entertainer and others. The
concluding features is an original bur-
lesque by Harry B. Marshall, entitled
"A Night On Broadway." There will be
matinees Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday.

It must have been a marine philloso- -

pher who remarked that the only real
use of a log came in after the craft had
foundered. However little significance
this may have for a landlubber, it is
true in many respects. Voltair replied
to a rebuke won by hiss despair by say-

ing that his failures only hurt him when
he remembered that they had once been
hopes of success. From these two stand-
points there shouTd be plenty of room
for many theatrical managers, whose
promising openings came enrly to grief,
to drop a tear upon Che mounds in which
lie their burled dreams. For this has
been a hard season a bitter season, in
contrast with which the, much-talked--

one which preceded it fades into abso-

lute nothingness.
As usual, the beginning of the theatri-

cal year was made with a great deal of
eclat and enthusiasm. Stars who had
never before been heard of .sprung up
from all over the country like frogs after
a rainstorm and managers with promis-
ing El Dorados were by no means scarce.
The blithesome author was not behind
cither and announcements of new plays
by newer playwrights' filled the columns,
of the dramatic papers. Such sentences
as "The n - manager, Mr.

Patrick Ryan, is contracting" with George
Murphy for his famous play, 'A Dollar
and a Half,' In which the charming emo-

tional actress, Cora Di Vorce, will star
next month," were not rare and the aver-
age reader of stage news would have
Imagined that the exodus into the ranks
of the theatrical profession had been
enough to seriously jeopardize the wel-

fare of all the rest. As a matter of fact
something like one hundred and twenty
new pieces were put onthe road at the
beginning- of the seasoti:and started on-

ward in their career with every prospect
of success. Press agents were kept busy
detailing the merits of their respective
companies and managers sut in their
oflices dilating over the size of the out
crop or shaking hands with themselves
on account of the excellent promises an-

other year had brought forth. Every-
thing seemed bright and" people' connected
with theatrical Interests In that great
mart of trade known as the "Rialto" felt
that they were at liberty to congratulate
themselves.

When It is realized how quickly many
of these bright Hopes faded, and the
enormous loss and rcmfiul disappolnl-men- i.

that some of them TStit,u'i. one
cannot help leeling that there is more
risk in that business than in any stock
market in the world. Out of the six-sco-

productions., "given as a'Tougli es-

timate, about ninety-fou- r represent the
number of first presentations con"!.-.-plate- d

early In the year. Of these fifty-eig- ht

have failed utterly, anu been taken
from the boards, wnile " only thirty-si- x

have met with even- - partial success.
Something like sixteenbf the' thirty pre-

sentations that had been tried . jiesore,
fell through, while fourteen survived the
adverse conditions. undj'whlch all la-

bored. Eleven of tiiue, rehearsed and
prepared for the toad, fjur J announced as
being prepared, never saw the light of
day. against the eight Afterward suc-

cessfully produced, though not thought
of until the season was near its close.
Forty-eig- of the failures were dra-
mas, the romantic school being

while only seven of them
were really melodramatic In tendency.
Comparatively few farces or musical
comedies were removed, pleven being
the exact number of the former, wTulc
the latter, probably because of extra ex-

pense, filled in the remaining tweiuy- -

Hve. '
The successes consisted mainly of ro- -

mantle and melodramas, the thirty-fou- r
of them still before the nubile nroviner

a

uame mrua, wie rimbii actress, not
without its features.

Ibabelle
were a of new did

not tne afire, and returned to
in type, Eugenie

is said to have broken
iuS hurriedly,

Privateer" died time
that Vow" was forgotten but
did not so quickly, Old
Madrid" never "Under

- l. .
less tnelr ability to please than the su- -
perabundance of such pieces when con- - j

trasted with the failures in that line. .

Those still on the road are mainfv given ;

by the bigger In theatrical '

horizon. From the last, sixteen musical !

comedies or operas and seven farces,
;

legitimate or vaudeville, surviv- -
ed. Only established star proved to j

be a falling one. A careful estimate '

shows that melodrama of the vivid and '

realistic sort was most successful, though !

larce was a close second and musical
comedy not far behind. Romantic drama
pleased of all. In every case the
failures far outnumbered the successes,
frequently overshadowing them.

Through and through, from beginning to
end, the season marked the verity of a
rule concerning the survival of the fittest.
The leading lights of the theatrical profes-
sion suffered very the smaller and
less worthy aggregations being the ones
to fall by the wayside. New plays did not
do well, most of them proving altogether
unworthy, anil In many cases forcing the
stars to fall back upon past features of
their repertoires. This is the more la-
mentable when it is considered that never
before has so large a percentage of dra-
matic writing been from the pens of
American authors. To do them justice,
however, it may be said that English pro-
ductions have proved no stable than
those of native birth.

The reasons for a bad season are al-
ways wrapped in mystery and this year
has proved no exception to the rule. A
continuation of hard times, of course,
had agreat deal to do with It a
number of conditions almost as
much. fact that the better class
of attractions made money tends to
show that lack of was largely to
blame for lack of business. The prev-
alence of stock companies, the ex-

treme competition and, for last three
months, the restlessness caused by the
war scare has undoubtedly rellected on
what, apart from its amusement side,
is undoubtedly one of the largest busi-
ness interests In the United States.

AS has already been 'stated the year
has not been a bad oqe for stars. Nat C.
Goodwin, Sol Russell, Henry Miller,
E. 11. Sothern, John Drew,, Do Wolf Hop
per, Francis Wilson, Frank Daniels,
Joseph Jefferson, Richard Mansfield,
Charles Coghlan, DIgby Bell, Walker
Whiteside, Robert Mantell, Roland Reed.
Stuart Robson, W. II. Crane, William
Gilette, Thomas E. Shea, E. S. Wlllard,
James A. Heme, Herbert Kelcey, An-

drew Chauncey Olcott. Minnie
Madern Fiskc. Ada Rehan. Julia Arthur,
Maude Adams, Julia Marlowe. Lillian
Russell, Delia Fox, May Irwin, Mo'djeska,

Held, Efile Shannon, Fanny Rice,
Marie Wainwiight, Fanny Davenport

others justly celebrated as being at
top of their several lines of work'

have not done in the least badly, eight
or ten having played wonderfully success-
ful

Katherine Kidder, Henry E. Dixey, Wil-
ton Lackaye, Otis Skinner, Auguste A'an
Beine, James, Frederick Warde,
Robert Downing, Verona Jarbeau, Marie
Jansen, Eugenie Blair, and Mrs.' Russ
Whytal, Edward Harrigan, Edward Mil-

ton Royle, Al. LIpman, Thomas Q. e,

Camille D'Arvllle, Marie Dressier,
Madame Vlarda, and others of
prominence are among the unfortunate
ones. William Barry and Charlotte Beh-re-

are as Is also Margaret Mather.
Julia Arthur and E. S, Wlllard were tak-
en seriously ill, and Fanny Davenport
was not, nt one time, expected to live.
Variety shows, burlesques, min-
strels magicians have averaged very
well on their year's work. ,

Among the plays that may be named

as positive successes are: "A Lady of
Quality" "The Little Minister." "The
Countess Valeskn." "A Royal Box," "The
Master," "The Hoosier Doctor." "A Roy-
al Warrant," "The Man in Black," "The
Wedding Day." "The Swell Miss Fitz-well- ."

"The Electrician." "The French
Maid," "The Highwayman," "The Idol's
Eye." "'Way Down East." "What Hap-
pened to Jones," "The Wrong Mr.
Wright," "Secret Service," "Under the
Red Robe," "Tess of the d'Urbervilles."
"My Friend From India," "A Bachelor's
Romance," "A Bachelor's Honeymoon,"
"The Man From Mexico," "A Milk White
Flag," "A Stranger in New York." "A
A'irginia Courtship." "Nathan Hale,"
"The Cat and the Cherub," "Shore
Acres." "The War's Man." 'The
Trincess and Buttertty." "The Moth
and the FIaine,','The Tree of Knowl-dge,- "

"The Conquerers," 'Anlrish Gen-
tleman," "Cumberland '61." "At
French Ball," "The Jucklins," "Shall we
Forgive Her," "The Adventure of Lady
Ursula," "The Sign of Cross." "The
White Heather," "The Serenade," "Jack
and the Beanstalk," "The Ballet Girl."
"The ElQt," "Half a King," "The
Telephone Giid." "One Summer's Day,"
"The Belle of .New York," "The Geisha,"
"An American 'Citizen," "El Capitan."
"Heartsease," "Sowing the Wind." and
one or two otricrs, Daly's Company and
the Castle Square Opera Company have
also done remarkably well.

The list of failures is much longer, and
prevents a retrospective from being alto-
gether pleasant. In the first place. Ian-n- y

Davenport's .new drama, "A Soldier
of France," was early taken from the
bills, and revival of "Rosemary," "The
Good Mr. Best.' Henderson's presenta-
tion of "The Crystal Slipper," "Nature,"
"Very Little Faust." "My Wife's ,"

"A Puritan Romance,"
"Christopher. Jr.." "The Maid of

and Henry E. Dixcy's "Thor-
oughbred" shared the same lamentable
fate. "Wang" remained out only a few
months; Camille d'Arvllle brought her

with "Peg WoiTington" to a speedy
close; the scenery of Thomas Q.

"Papa Gou Gou'r was attached
in this city, and the revival of piece
entitled "A Normany Wedding" Tared
no better in New York.. Anna Held
killed Poupee" early in year;
Marie Drer.sler's "Courted into Court"

was
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closed shortly after Its opening; Mana-
ger Frohman did not find "The Salt of
the Earth" profitable: "A Southern Ro-
mance" did not satisfy firsr-cla- audi-
ences, and was taken out with a cheap-
ened company to'do still poorer business;
"The Sporting JQuchcss." suffered the
same humiliation, and after losing a lo:
of money for E, H. Snthern. '"Change Al-

ley" was taken"of 'the bills. Further-
more, Wiiton Lacljaye was forced to
abandon ''A. Royal Secret;" Frederick
Warde could not pay expense with "Th.
Rise of Isklandcr,"" and "The Ward of
France" was a miserable failure from
the first; "A Paris Model" never got
beyond it3 trial., performance, and both
"Our Boys" and "The Old Coat" failcl
to please Gotham.

John Drew, without acknowledging the
wretchedness of the piece, understood the
expediency of getting rid of "A Marriage
of Convenience" some little time ago.
Auguste Van Blene failed in everything he
undertook, a revival of "The Heart of
Maryland" in this country did not prove
profitable, and Robert Downing soon
brought his first attempt of the year to
a close. Like "A Marriage of Conveni-
ence," Herbert TCelcey and Efiie Shannon
found "A Coat of Many Colors" worthless,
and substituted "The Moth and the
Flame," while "For Fair AMrginSa," after
a wretched season here, went to join

war play In London. Corinne's
production of "An American Beatify"
turned out badly; a revival of "Miss
Philadelphia" nearly forced the company
into walking home; "1803" was a dismal
failure; "The Paris Doll" and "The
Broadwav Girl" did not prove attractive:
"In Gay Paris" closed early; "The Circus
Girl" disbanded after leaving Washington:
"One Round of Pleasure" and "The Whirl
of the Town" found New York the safest
place to founder, and one of the companies
giving "The Girl from. Paris" left the ring
two months ago. "A Hired Girl" was fre-
quently disbanded and reorganized, and
"Bonnie Scotland" did not find it advis-
able to jrejfurn .o, the rpadi

To continue with musical comedies.
"The Nancy-Hank-s'- was condemned all
over the country, though It is still run-
ning. "The Isle of d'hampagne" has not
had the smoothest rond-t- travel, and "Bo
Peep" nevpr reached Washington. Bert
Haverly and Laura! Biggar abandoned "A
Trip to Chinattwnri "The Pacific Mail"
had a narrow esegpo from stranding,
"Little Monte,, Christo" has not been
heard of, "in TbwnJj returned to London.
Grau's Celebrefics never celebrated, and
"A Boy Wanted" Snet trouble on the
Pacific Coast. TheTSaddest failure of all
was that of Katherine Kidder's original
play, though the fall from grace of Ma. .I T. ,. -

the Polar fctar anu me first Born
did not succeed, "A Breezy Time" con-line- d

itself to small towns. "Old Laven-
der" has been doing a frightful business,
the "Brownies" have not materialized
here and "At Piney Ridge" closed its
season before the usual time. "Human
Heart" had trouble in the South a few
months back, "Captain Impudence" was
unfortunate and "The Indian" was
scalped some time ago. "Patent Appl:ed
For" has been retired, "The City of New
York" fell into the slough of despond and
"In the Name of the Czar" did not prove
a potent watchword in this country of
freedom.

"The Captain of the Nonesuch," "The
Strange Adventures of Miss Brown" and
"The Sunshine of Paradise Alley" were
not much heard from after the first
months of the year and have closed. "His
Little Dodge" did not "go" in New York
and was never tried elsewhere, and "The
First Violin" has just :ft its retirement.
"Phorso" has not been used by Maud
Adams and awaits production by the
Empire Stock Conmany. Mansfield has
not fulfilled his promise of giving us "The
Master of Ceremonies" and "Timon of
Athens," Julia Marlowe lias not revived
"A Winter's Tale" and Ada Rehan will
not produce "Joan of Arc." "Prince and
Prima Donna" and "The Fight for Hon-
or" have both been sidetracked, while
"When Greek Meets Greek" was never
dramatized, despite announcements to
the contrary. "Miss Plaster of Paris"
did not take form and "The Marquis of
Michigan" has been put off until next
season. "The Girl From 'Frisco" shared
this fate and a long list of other presen-
tations promised at the beginning of the
season have only gone to swell the list
of disappointed hopes and dead ambi-
tions.

Of course, with the number of minor
companies continually beginning and
ending their careers and the almost equal
number of organizations whose winnings
and losings are wrapped In mystery, it is
impossible to obtain a complete and in-

vulnerably correct list of the successes
and failures of the year. Many of each
have been among the smallest and poor-
est combinations companies so Infini-

tesimal in their importance that it would
be manifestly unfair to compare or bal-
ance them with high class attractions.
Much of such a list must also hang on
opinion but. In general, the above ac-

counting will be found exceptionally ac-

curate. And it teaches a lesson to aspir-
ing managers that will never lie learned,
for next year and ttye ono after and so
on so long as theaters exist there will be
venturesome spirits at the opening of the
battle that will be hopeless ambitions al.
its close. Last Reason was really a bad
one, however, and several of the mana-
gers whose attractions failed then may
succeed next time. "While there's life
there's hope."

Save for some amuteur affairs, the
Columbia Theater wjll bo dark again
this week. Whiha . this narrows the
field of local amusement considerably, It
also reilects grcai credit upon Managers
Luckett and Dwyer, xwho, at considera-
ble pecuniary loss, are carrying out the

excellent policy of playing,good bills or
none at all. Two of their bookings re-
cency failed them, and .after a strenuous
effort to secure something equally good,
they decided that darkness was better
than Inveigleing the public into visiting
performances of inferior worth. This
is an excellent policy, and should recom-men- d

itself to many other directors of
theaters, both here and elsewhere.

Orchestras in the different houses con-
tinued playing the national airs last week,
generally while the crowds were filing out
after the show. At the Lafayette, Ker-
nan's and the Academy "The Star Span-
gled Banner" was sung, and every attrac-
tion in town, including Nat C. Goodwin,
made frequent allusions to the present
crisis.- - Everywhere these little acts met
with enthusiastic demonstrations of popu-
lar approval, audiences even joining in
singing the inspiriting choruses. The
musical directors of this city have shown
great uatriotism in the existing state of
affairs, and deserve the thanks of every-
one. Fanny Rice gave little metal fiags
on Monday night as appropriate souvenirs
of her performance. The next move
should be in decorating the playhouses In
accordance with other buildings on busi-
ness streets. This would show considera-
ble regard, not only for the nation, but for
the patriotism of Its people.

FRIENDS OF LAST WEEK.

If there Is one form of literature more
amusing than another In this country of
ours Is the averags "mash note." A
prevalent opinion regarding the abnormal
appetite of the standard chorus girl is
responsible for many of these epistles,
while the writers of alT seem to take It
granted that morality- - is a dead letter In
the theatrical profession. For the most
part the notes are absolutely harmless,
for, while the recruit for stellar or chor-
ister's honors may feel hurt or worried
over them, she soon grows indifferent,
laughs heartily at the impudence of the
writer, accepts the missive as a per-

quisite of oiOcc, and retains it much as
an Indian keeps the scalps of his vic-

tims. All the "mash notes" do not come
from deluded college youths or glided
young men, illiteracy In such communi-
cations being not Infrequent. The aged
rascal is much fn evidence, but not so
often successful, the average profession-
al woman having better things to do than
wait at stage doors with her skirts held
high, as pictured by certain illustrated
papers.

Age, condition and general appearance
seemsto have little to do with the mat-
ter, Marie Bate3 having once confessed
to receiving a missive of the kind named
while playing Mrs. Murphy, In "Chim-ml- e I

IFadden," while the Russell Broth-
ers and Richard Harlowe all have, or
claim to have, trunks of them. "The
Callboy," a brilliant and interesting con-

tributor to the columns of the Dramatic
Mirror, has been publishing his collection
of late and the chief purpose of the pres-

ent article Is to append to It two speci-

mens seen the other day. They were in j

the hands of Truly Shattuck. the charm-
ing

j
'

vocalist who pleased audiences all
last week at the Bijou. The first was
scrawled on a big sheet of rough, blue-rul-

paper, freshly torn from a tablet
and multlfolded Into a small yellow en-

velope. The writing was in pencil and
the author evidently believed both in
short hand and phonetic spelling. The
generosity of. his ofTer is said to have
tempted Miss Shattuck sorely but she
bravely resisted and added it to her col-

lection.
The letter runs, "My deer Miss shat-

tuck deer miss: having sean you work
this week at the bijou and being much
pleesed by it i would like to meat you.
dont Believe that i am a masher for I

am not but I like yur work and i wood
like to meat you. If you can be at The
Stag doar tonight After yur turn no wun
wood cvfr rt$' annything abot it and I

think L wood show you a Grate time
with out saying annything abot it. now.
my deer miss Shattuck, du meat me and
we will go over to sum place and have al
the beer and oisters You want at my
expence and l remane yurs ever Toony.
P. S. Yu will no me by my having a pip
in My mouth and a little flag in my hat.
I will stand for the beer."

The correctness of the last sentence
lead Miss Shattuck into the idea that the
author was either directed by some one
else at that moment or that the thought
of the amber liquid brought Into his mind
that divine inspiration which comes only
once in. a lifetime. The second letter
was written in a fair hand on ruled note
paper and read as follows:

"My Very Dear Miss Shattuck: I want
to write and tell you how much I like the
turn you do this week. I think it Is the
best I ever saw. I should like to know
you and if you would care to know me
all you will have to do Is to nod this af-

ternoon from the stage and I will see
you tonight. Of course, whatever hap-
pens, I want you to keep this quiet-becaus- e

I have a wife that might raise Ned
if she knew it. Do let me see you and
don't forget to let me know. ."

Both of which go to show that Wash-
ington need not fear losing caste because
of the lack of stage door hangers-on- .
MI&s Shattuck has tried both letters and
will keep them as souvenirs of her visit
to the Capital City.

A delightful bit of real comedy was
that done by Jerome Sykes. as Constable
Foxey Quillcr, in "The Highwayman."
From a part reminiscent of o.her and
better ones, he constructed a legitimate
character work of the highest order. The
littlo details generally forgotten In sucli
work were carried out in the full, and
aided In making the one promising hit
in tbe nerformance reaily enjoyable. He
seemed to fit Into the characteristics 6T

a strangs role, and give ease and linisTI
to all of it. His Utile "Have
a care; have a care, says Foxey Quiller.
showing his intelligent teeth." "Always
suspect a man with a big appetite," and
"If ever I saw jail-bir- d whiskers, them
is those," were heartily laughed over,
and will be remembered quite as long as
Frank Daniels' "Am I a wizard?" "The
Highwayman" without Constable QulJior
would nave been as fiat as a home-mad- e

biscuit, and Constable Quiller without
Jerome Sykes would have been flatter
still.

The latest war joke Is a wonder. Gor-

don and Hughes told it lasl week at
Kernan's. and it fairly brought down the
house. "Mark Hanna has moved into
his olllce. away from llTeround-fioo- r of
the building' in which he works," said
Miss Gordon. "Why?" was nskc. "Be-
cause," replied the original speaker, "he
can't do business 'on the'ievc!.' "

This la a world of great expectations
from small foundations and perhaps one
was not right last week in not being sat-
isfied with the support vouchsafed Nat
C. Goodwin. This is not saying anything
against the greater part of the cast for,
while its work in "A Gilded Fool" was
disappointing, most of the members were
excellent In the other two bills. But one
Is likely to think that a company play-
ing with a comedian like Goodwin should
be as perfect in Its smaller portrayals as
in its larger ones. This was neither true
of "An American Citizen" nor "The Ri-

vals." In the former, particularly, the
Otto Strohlo' of Louis Payne was a miss-
ing factor that grated on the nerves of
a critical observer. Mr. Payne has no
more idea how to conduct himself on the
stage than would a yearling calf and he
seemed quite as awkward. Ills attempt
at an accent was simply ludicrous and
his absolute disregard of small points
was painful. Worse still there was ab-

solutely no Intelligence in his reading.
That "collosal" on which so much de-

pends might have been spoken by a par-

rot for the meaning It carried. Alto-
gether Mr. Goodwin did not get a gem
in engaging Mr. Payne and only the ap-

proaching end of the season prevents one
suggesting, a remedy.

"Another clever woman gone wrong,"
Is what one might easily say of Cora
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Tanner, who revived "Alone in London"
last week at the Grand Opera House.
Miss Tanner is really aa oxcellant and
capable actress whom active theater-
goers remember in a dozen different diff-
icult roles, but In attempting to star she
has greatly overreached herself. Be
sides her own ability a candidate for stel
lar honors must have a respectable sup
porting company play, neith- -
er of which Miss Tanned backers have ,

provided for her. Still there is no reason
why her Inability to wilt- - out this time
should disqualify her for future reputa- -
tlon and a careful search for the thought- -
iCKt atuuiil uw 4ii iici iwiinui nn
application of a little good,, ham sense
to the insect's tail will gl-e- " hor'a chance
to work up next time before beginning to
work down.

Fanny Rice Is another little woman
who has been seriously Injured by the
stinginess of her management- - There
are few hrinhter. Intlier or more win

native

some comediennes fn this Country and -- ,l"f r cnies in dressed aa a convict,
her excelelnt work, both In "A Jolly Jhne"n 3tTaacl !yi
prise" and "At the French Ball." have '0. h'?PaTrnff ?ener."-

- hrfnga
stamped Her as being a winning card In ; 'S,t"l, 'Mn ene
even- - sense of the word. But when pco- - "f.1"f jaa.sa meo egot off a sentence
pie want to see one person play they go '"t. J,re 50mes so,mber
to a vaudeville house where they are not ?TlJtn?Z !" T .Jhe
forced to pay big prices for the purpose J"sl" j' ,bu.t no rlSht W

deliv-- "?Me at!1ndler oC e Tlr3' afterof hearing pages of poor padding
ered by Inferior entertainers. There is ",eI,!?e'r snrtee, had to oxer-ju- st

one capable actor or actress with iSnevS' ?. from ? n Inl
Miss Rice and that one joined her only Sinli? i.Jr' fhIVlor
recently. As a result the piece drags "j13 fmlstarkfn ,a

grows wearisome when the addition V,tidefI tJ,tBrIl?d rUonol an
of a few bright specialty people would C?a' '

t, ,t, ?- - V.. f w.r..i looked caricature of Uncle Sam
iV ", '. T... ';--

.. :' I

something in making her performance
pleasant to audiences. He should look to
this and If he does not Miss Rice, in her
own Interest, should insist on receiving
efficient and capable support.

A long interview with the stage mana-
ger might help Maxlne Elliott a'trifle
more than her devoted admirers" imagine. i

The truth Is that success has gone to Mfss !

Elliott's head and, without spoiling her
beauty and. therefore, her reputation,
has" certainly injured her work. The In-- '

terest and Intelligence she used to dis
play is gone and instead one notices
stiltedness and mechanical regularity.
Too much experience In one play has un-
doubtedly had some share in this, but
Miss Elliott herself Is to blame for most
of it, and only prompt effort will save
her losing a great amount of the charm
that has made her famous.

A diversion from the usual wearisome
and ungrammatical parody with its
cheap bids for applause over the Maine
disaster was given by Maxwell and
Simpson last week at Kernan's. Mr.
Maxwell had a well-writt- and beauti-- I
fully worded set of verses upon the "He
roes of the Maine, which he sung to the
air of "The Banks of the Wabash." In
it is no nonsensical firey horseplay, but
a dozen touches of real pathos that are
given with so much feeling as to bring
the tears to one s eyes. The illustrations
represent a number of fine scenes, among

'them portraits pf.the dead sailors, and a
view of Havana harbor by moonlight
that, when one thinks of the brave boys
sleeping there. Is simply powerful. The
song was applauded to the echo nlghtly
and was the undoubted feature of the en-

tertainment.

Oh, Slarier, ricr, ricr.
She's the girl I most admire,
And it' her tove 1 could acquire
A planner I Would bur her,
Or on battlefields expire,
For JIaricr, rier, rier.

sung Fanny Rice as she hurried around
her dressing-roo- last night in search of
some bit of make-u- p or other. "I'm not
using that song now," she explained after
a time, "but I like-i-t, just the same. It
strikes me as being a rich burlesque on
the average 'girl' ballad. I wonder where
my rabbit's foot is the one I use for my
face, not a specimen kept for good luck.
Oh, here we are! Do you know, I never
see one of those moving pictures with-
out thinking what an excellent scene it
would make to have the camera take an
actress just as she is emerging from one
costume and getting into another. In the
second act of this play I am obliged to
change from an evening gown to bloomers,
dancincr shoes and a DiDe in two minutes.
How do I do it? Well, I just throw my--
self into things. Many of these changes
are made by wearing one costume over
another, but there is no sUch chance here.
I have to hustle, and then just make it.
But how the scene would go in a vita-scop- e.

"Another thing of interest Is this cabi-
net. 1 saw the thing worked Tn Paris
first, and it seemed such a novelty that
I tried It, and made a hit. And. so I
still keep it. although it Is very hard on
the voice, and costs me many sore
throats. A little dressing must be done
in there, too. A black robe has to be
worn to keep the body from being seen,
the face whitened to show prominently,
and then the little mimic body attached
to the neck. I suppose when all is fin-

ished I look like one of these caricatures
with a small body and big head.

"Some of these times you will see me
injegitimate comedy, and there is money
in it for the man who can write me j.
good one. Of course, people at present
expect me to make them laugh, and I
am told that I succeed, but I have high-
er ideals, and wish to-- be remembered
for more serious vork. 1 do not sing
'coon' songs now. because I think tliey
have beeli abused, and I despise the
commonplace. Better anything than
that. Are they playing the overture?
And I not dressed yet! Ndw, I will have
to hurry. You'll excuse me, I'm sure.
Good-by.- "

each
boards

One
It man.

and like
my jokes takes well since the war scare
began but used to fall flat before. Some- -

.one says Captain scarlet is a regular
walking battery and reply. 'Well. If he
Is walking I'll be disappear-
ing gun carriage.' It always brings ap-
plause now where It seldom won oven
laughter before. So you see that grim
visaged war Is not without its benefits
after all at least actor. Have
cigar? No? I'm glad it's my

Come man. whenever
vou can get past the doorkeeper. I'll

to his sneering. "The
and

Cora Tanner was at hotel The
Times man called yesterday. She
also at lunch and the fact both sar- -

and conversation were
same did not Improve either.

"The time for the legitimate of
at hand," she said earnest-

ly, and with as much feeling ns one can
exhibit the companion the hand
gesturing holds sandwich. "We have
had too much comedy and romantic

Clear-cu- t and strongly-bui- lt

will now be well received and next
season will find me again at the head of

own company. Like Coghlan
others have all branches of

work, Including vaudeville, but like this
best and stick to it. Well. shall
hope see you again and until then,
good-by- ."

"Yes. I'm goiug to shelve 'A Glided
Fool.' said Nat as he hopped
off his bicycle the other day,
perspiration and reddish sweater,
as well as some other garments. "There
never was much In the piece, and It has

go. 'An American Citizen' will also
follow In the way of the tine-wor- n, al-

though It has been very close and dear
friend me for last three or
thereabouts. year will find me using

Hale' exclusively, or at least only
Interrupted by an performance

'The Rivals.' Yes, had an
week In Washington have, In

fact, done well all over lao country. I
like this city, though, and If I were
jug to And In few moments the

Goodwin his affec-
tion Washington In manner suffi-
ciently eloquent make the heart of a

glow, but which hardly afforded
food for an Intervfaw.

Sur- -
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"One of the best and most Jovial good
fellows in the world Is Willie Comar."

""

From Me!co ot "He
a good-looki- young chap. too. and

has but one physical defect, be is color
blind. Sometimes this leads into serious
troub,e for the comedlaiTt but moi eftflxl
the results are simply funny. A caso In
point occurred few weeks ago when wo
plnyed onc-nlg- ht stand In Pennsylvania.
The theater had been occupied by a lo-
cal patriotic association the day boXora
and we found their stuff littering up the
dressing rooms in frightful shape. We
managed to keep our costumes get-
ting mixed with theirs, however, until
tne second act of the play, when Mr.

more than anything else In the world.

not willing to vouch for Us truth but It
sounds well and I suppose that's all you
want."

There Is an excellent story going the
rounds on Frank Daniels, whose "Idol's
Eye" played the banner business of the

;year-a-fe- weeks ago at-th- e Columbia.
Theater. The tale Is very timely and
what is more Is absolutely true. It seems
that Daniels has a. friend who is strongly
patriotic-an- who has been fairly worry- -
Ing the life out of htm to enlist. The
comedian, however, has still several
weeks of a. very successful season to
finish and did not relish the Idea quite as
much pure love of country would have
dictated. And so the friend worried him
night and day until he became heartily
sick of the whole business. Then an Idea
struck him and. one afternoon when he
was being troubled more than ever, ha
sprung iU After the patriot had talked
some time Daniels Interrupted by asking
If his comrade would do likewise if ha

Overjoyed the gentleman re-
plied in the affirmative, matters were
quickly settled and the two set off to the
nearest recruiting station. There both
signed applications and after a formal
examination the friend was admitted.
"Good." he exclaimed. "I'm willing to
make this sacrifice to get you in." Dan-
iels laughed. "What's up," queried the
astonished volunteer. Tha entertainer
was about to reply when the recruiting
officer replied for him. "You're too shott
by an inch." he said. "Rejected!" Asd
it is said that the friend is anxious for
war to start so that he can begin pea
nance for making a fool of himself.

NEXT WEEK.

John Drew will begin an engagement
at the National Theater a week from to-

morrow night, when he will present a
play altogether new to the city. "One
Summer's i3 described as a
love story, classed as a comedy, and is
from the pen of young English author-acto- r,

Henry V. Esmond, London play-
goers seemed to have liked it. for it was
staged at the Comedy Theater Septem-
ber 15 last, and only withdrawn a few
weeks thus giving it run of over
six months there. Mr. Drew played it
for seven weeks at Wallack's Theater.
New York, originally It was only
booketl for five weeks. "One Surrrarer's
Day" is of the present date, healthy
sentiment, and has do with band of
more or less jolly English picniekers on

picturesque Thames Island. Its scenes
are laid altogether out of doors first
two acts taking place In sunlit corner
of this island, while the last Is placed on
a mo'onlit lawn. Mr. Drew's manager.
Charles Frohman. is said to shown-hi-

best enterprise in TTiese stage set-
tings. he Is uecfarSJ to have
given to John Drew this season In two
plays the most artistic frame in which
that actor's work has been placed
he became a star, six years ago. The
cast of "One Summer's Day" will be
nearly that necessary for "A Mar-
riage of Convenience." Matinees will ba
given "Wednesday and Saturday. The
sale of seats begins Thurslay next.

Sousa's "The Trooping of the Colors,"
the monster international spectacle, af
which so much is being written just
will be produced this city on May
11 and 1, at the Lafayette Square Ope-
ra Ot this spectacle the Pitts-
burg Times says "as follows:

"The Trooping of the Colore." Soaaa'3 new
musical patriotic spectacle was given its
production last nfcht at Pittsburg Canwgie Mu-

sic Hall. The audience was large and tlieroii-l-
in the humor for perfermane oi tbe kiwi.

The whole thing admirably worked up, and
everything possible is introduced to apptnl to
the "pride and patriotism of not only nativbn
American, but Americans by adoption.

"The Spirit ot 78" dominated not only the
but the audience. Ewryeac, feam

white-haire- d men and women to shrill-voi- eiol-dre-

joined in a wild outburst of cheering whrr.
near the finale of the pieee, the L'ntted Stated
military and marine forces marched on the aip
with the Cutter of nearly 200 rises aroontl and
above them. Several of America's kst-kiw- n

a rouneer man. finnsr anKee UooUi. aau on
the other a stripling beating an
drum.

Then came British grenadiers, saluted hy the
chorus with "God Save the (Jaeen;" next, the
German infantry, the Ware of the hjd
and the voices of tlu bur chorus filled the place
with the sii rin? cotes of "Die Waeht Am R :"
next, preceded by the singinc; of the- solo ot the
"Marst411aie," came some French zowwsa; then
in marched standard bearer of who
was greeted with loud applanev ami behind
the Scotchmen, headed by i.

Then camo the bovs in blue, and
sceinetl never to weary of cheering the United
Ct.Ai inl.n(n .! morfnM tliotf vhv-m- ? ilm-

time to the music.
The performance will be repeated this afta

noon and evenioz.

BRIEFLY TOLD.

Two handsome souvenirs of different
successes now running York

been at The Times. One
Is an ornamental jar. silver coated ami
sent testimonial the one hundred

fiftieth performance of "The White
Heather." The second is silver-plate- d

or lacquered plate, handsomely decorated
and engraved with the Informntioa that
It commemorates the fiftieth presentation
of Henry Miller's "Master."

Because of a binding engagement else-

where Mr. Geoffrey Stein, who did some
of the best work of the Columbia Stock
Comrany last Summer will not be seen
here during the coming supplementary
season.

Robert Hilllard and Bob Fltzsimmoas
are b jointly featured a new melo-
drama. "How have the mighty fallen"

and which way?
Whenever managers want to revive

some old play It is wonderful how
and unanimously the public

begins to express Its coincidences with
their opinions.

Clyde Fitch wrote "Beau Brummer'
when he was of age
and hasn't gotten over It yet.

"Northern Lights" may be given a pro-

duction in London. the run of war
plays keeps up the Britishers will soon
begin to imagine that our Array is framed
on the stage.

Jerome Sykes and Joseph O'Mara hav

patriotic songs and hymns were given powvtfnt
les. Foxy Quiller is character new , renditions, and the audience, as eoncrwled.

to the and It proves to be one made the hall ring with enthusiastic chtcriac;.
of the most unique I have ever had the of the features is the entrance oi th

of assuming. Is full of good tinentals white-haire- feeble jattousrr
hold"S the American tU?. white o one sail alines I must say I it. One of

I
a battery

to the a
of that

last. again, old
al- -

douule

hira

ways be glad to see you even there my in fron--
t aions tlle sfai;c. fte,, eWKyfcoir

cue!" And without another word Jer-- joined in singing 'Tha Stars and Srips e

Sykes, alias Foxey Quiller, ran on ever." which was repeated Jgain ami apris. the
amuse the audience with ' enthusiasm reaching climax when Star

scornful scowl his intelligent teeth. Spangled Banner" was sung with each ""of the chorus waving a small American time in
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